Compare and Contrast Essay Rubric

Compare and contrast two pieces of literature to analyze structure, characterization, plot, setting, the writer's style and intentions, language, or central themes. 

Please make sure that your essay contains the following criteria to ensure success in writing.  

Due Monday, November 5th, 2007

	Criteria
	Points to Earn
	Points Earned

	Essay is typed and has the appropriate MLA format: 1” margins all around, heading, double-spaced, and subsequent pages are numbered with last name preceding. Citations are used correctly and effectively. 
	10
	

	Essay has a hook, a lead-in. 
	  5
	

	Essay has a thesis statement, or a sentence that establishes the purpose of the essay.
	10
	

	Each paragraph has a topic sentence.
	5
	

	Each paragraph has at least three sentences that support the topic sentence. Each sentence offers only one thought. There are a variety of sentences (some are long, some are short; some are complex and compound, some  are simple). 
	5
	

	Each paragraph shows ideas, examples, and illustrates the thesis.
	10
	

	Transition words are prevalent to show cohesion and fluency, as well as organization in writing. 
	5
	

	Essay has a voice and shows that the writer really knows what he or she is saying. 
	5
	

	Student mentions the characters and/or point under observation early on in the work. Student mentions author and title of work analyzed. 
	5
	

	If there are any errors in conventions (spelling, punctuation, and grammar), they are but a few.
	10
	

	Student shows that he/she thought about the writing and carefully chose words and vocabulary that express these thoughts effectively. Also, avoids redundancy or wordiness.
	10
	

	Student uses quotations taken directly from the text to support argument and uses them correctly while maintaining strong structure.
	5
	

	Essay re-emphasizes the thesis, or initial thought and purpose for writing in the conclusion. Student sums up views and concludes essay with relevance to self, life, or world that aligns with the work or literary piece(s) that is (are) analyzed.  
	15
	

	Total
	100
	


